
Clustering the European Material Community 
within H2020 – the A4M challenge

Marco Falzetti 

NanoInnovation 2016

Rome, 20th September  2016



Established 2004; official launch event 26 June 2006

Status 2014: ~ 900 registered members

23% from industry

SRA: 2006, 
2012, (2016)

EuMaT – Steering Committee members



Strategic Research Agenda in the area 
of advanced engineering materials and 
related materials technologies 

R&D priorities for the EU
Workprogrammes

Building the future – A4M
Networking of other ETPs / EMRS / FEMS dealing
with Materials along the value chain to achieve the
most effective use of the community resources
• Value chain driven action
• Cross-KETs
• Cross Platforms building



What is Alliance for Materials



What is Alliance for Materials

The original initiators of A4M initiative are
six European Technology Platforms with a
strong material agenda in their respective
strategies. These are: EuMaT, Suschem,
Manufuture, FTC (textile), ESTEP, SMR
(sustainable resources), integrated by the
two main European materials
associations: E-MRS and FEMS

integrate the diversity of ideas in Materials
developments across ETPs and other main
stakeholders to create synergy and an
integrated Materials R&D programme for
Europe

ensure that the Industrial Value Chain acts as
main driver for a credible integration of
resources and players for speeding up
exploitation and valorisation of materials
research

The way to 
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o integrate the diversity of ideas in Materials developments

o Integrate main stakeholders

o to create synergy and an integrated Materials R&D vision
and strategy

o To centralise the industrial Value Chain acts as main driver
for a credible

o To speeding up exploitation and valorisation of materials
research



Value chain driven action 

Knowledge & innovation

production
Products
sectors

Semi products



Innovation for Materials or Materials for innovations? 

A4M intends to concretely contribute to identify the best of
market PULL - technology PUSH optimal balance

…is a Value chain driven action justifying for a pure Market
PULL Materials R&D strategy?

Certainly not!



Materials… a difficult element to valorise. 

Communicating Materials Value



Why Alliance for Materials

…on Materials R&D

….not a single voice
….but a sounding polyphony

Before A4M

After A4M



Why Alliance for Materials

…on Materials R&D

Competing approach

Even if the related industries belonging to A4M will
have competitive activities the A4M group regards
the complementary aspects of higher importance:
the collaboration impact is stronger than the sum
of the individual contributions

Collaborative approach

…not any more an option but a
technological evidence with a competitive
advantage

Source: M.Goede, VW Group Research, SLC 



Who take advantages from Alliance for Materials

o Industry …..because they can be on the front of the Materials R&D 
strategy definition for the coming years (market PULL)

o Academia and Research …..because they can bring their visions and 
ideas to the attention of industry for possible future commercial 
valorisation (technology PUSH)

o Industry and Research ….because together they can design a 
coherent picture of the future Materials R&D need and strategies 
(balanced innovation)

o Industry and Research ….because the current complexity of the 
technological scenario, ask to deal with:
o Cross sectorial and cross disciplines approaches
o Scale integration (nano, meso, macro)
o Production integration (Materials and Manufacturing)
o Time to market (certification and standards)
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Preparation

The 
supporting
CSA

The initiative

A4M self sustainable model



Conclusion

Does it work?

The European Materials 
landscape is much more than 
…..crowded

From …..To



Thank you for your attention

Marco Falzetti

Director
APRE – Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea

Chairman of the Management Board of 
Alliance for Materials - A4M

Chairman of the Steering Committee 
EuMaT - The European Technology Platform 

on Advanced Engineering Materials and Technologies

e-mail: falzetti@apre.it


